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Primary education is free and compulsory,
and the percentage of illiteracy is very low.
Separate schools are maintained for boys and
girls. In addition to the grammar and high
schools there are fourteen technical schools.
The University of Queensland, established at
Brisbane in 1911, is rapidly increasing in
numbers of students and in influence.
Industries. Agriculture and the raising of
lire stock are the principal occupations. In
the eastern section the land is suitable for
cultivation, and large crops of cotton, cane,
hay, wheat, corn and potatoes are grown.
Among the fruits bananas, oranges and pine-
apples are plentiful. The more arid lands in
the west are devoted to grazing and large
numbers of sheep and cattle are raised. In
some sections dairying is important.
There are rich stores of gold, silver, cop-
per, tin and bismuth in the mountains. The
state also contains extensive coal measures,
and will in the near future, become an impor-
tant producer of coal. The principal manu-
factories are sugar mills, steam sawmills, soap
works, agricultural implement works and dis-
tilleries. There are about 6,600 miles of rail-
way in operation, as well as efficient telegraph
and telephone systems. The chief exports are
sugar, gold, wool, meat and hides.
Government. The executive department
of the government is vested in a governor ap-
pointed by the Crown. The power of making
laws and imposing taxes is vested in a par-
liament, the Legislative Assembly, which com-
prises sixty-two members, elected for three
years by ballot, from seventy-two electoral
districts. Both men and women vote on equal
terms.
History. The first settlement of Queens-
land took place in 1826, when the territory
was used as a place of transportation for
convicts, who continued to be sent there till
1839. In 1842 the country was opened to free
settlers. It -was originally a part of New
South Wales and was organized as a separate
colony in 1859. In 1899 the colony accepted
the constitution of the Australian Common-
wealth,
QTOENSTOIT HEIGHTS, battle of, a
battle of the War of 1812, between 1,500 Brit-
ish troops under General Brock and 6,000
Americans under Generals Yan Rensselaer
and Siayth» On October 13, the Americans
b^gan to Gross the Niagara River to Queens-
ton Heights, an enemy position seven miles
below the falls, They were attacked, but suc-
 ceeded in taking the heights. Later in a sur-
prise attack they were forced to withdraw,
leaving 900 of their men prisoners. General
Brock was mortally wounded. A beautiful
monument in memory of him was erected on
the battlefield by the province of Ontario.
QUEENSTOWN, ireland, renamed co-bh
by the Irish Free State, is an important na-
val station ten miles southeast of Cork on the
south side of Great Island, which rises
abruptly out of Cork harbor to a consider-
able elevation. The streets rise above one
another in the form of an amphitheater and
present a very picturesque appearance. It
has little trade and no manufactures, being
almost solely dependent on the military and
naval establishments in its vicinity and on
the numerous visitors attracted by the singu-
lar beauty of the place and by its delightful
climate. Population, about 8,000.
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QUETZAL, kwet'sawl, a beautiful tropical
bird of the trogon fam-
ily, native to Central
America, India and Af-
rica. It is about the size
of the magpie. The back,
head, crest and fluffy
throat and chest are
bright emerald; the low-
er parts are brilliant
scarlet. The feet are
small, and are useless
for walking. The male
is more brilliantly col-
ored than the female
and has handsome up-
per tail coverts about
three and a half feet
long. These birds live
in the heart of the for-
est and feed on wild
fruits, lizards, worms
and insects. The eggs
are laid in decaying
stumps.	quetzal
QUETZALCOATL, kets al "ko aJtfl, the god
of the air of the ancient Mexicans, who pre-
sided over commerce and the useful arts and
is said to have predicted the coming of the
Spaniards to Mexico.
QUICK'SAJO), a deep mass of water-
soaked sand, so loose and soft that it cannot
be walked upon. Quicksands are formed on
many sea coasts, and sometimes at the mouths
of rivers. They look like damp, hard sand,,
and their fluid quality is not suspected by

